
HEYSHAM PARISH. 

Heysham parish is surrounded on al l sides by the parish of Lancaster, 
except the west, which is bounded by the sands and waters of Morecambe 
bay. The extent of sand belonging to i t is larger than the area of the 
parish on the mainland ; and its extreme length, including moss and sand, 
from north to south, is seven miles, and its breadth from east to west is fh-e 
miles, but the length of the cultivated portion of the parish is only about 
three miles, and the breadth two and a half. The whole parish compri!:les 
above 1688 statute acres, but the area of the cultivated portion is about 700 
customary acres. The adjacent fisheries are extensive, and the lords of the 
manors receive payments from the fishermen for their privileges. 

Heyslwm, a picturesque village and bathing place, is 5t miles W.S.W. 
of Lancaster. The village is divided into Upper and Lower Heysham, one 
portion being on a cliff, and the other in a valley, and most of the 
houses are irregularly situated. I t is called Hessam in the Domesday Sur~ 
vey, and signifies the habitation of Hesse or Hessa, the original Saxot;t pro-
prietor, who took possession of the rock and small tract of land which projects 
into the sea. At an· early period of the Saxon era_, a small chapel was 
erected on this rock, and dedicated to St. Patrick. It was of very unusual 
proportions and diminutive size, its length being about 24 feet, and its width 
only 7 ~ feet. There being no earth on the summit of the hill, to cover a 
body, excavations have been made in the rock exactly like stone coffins 
with grooves for the covers; and of these receptacles of  mortality there are 
eleven, including two for infants. 

"Under the Normans the manor of  Heysham was held by the serjeantry 
or service of cornage, the lord being bound by his tenure to meet the king 
on the borders of the county with his horn and a white wand, of  introducing 
him into the county, and of attending him on his departure. From this 
tenure i t is probable that a branch of the family de Hessam, one of whom, 
Agnes, is named in the Testa de N evill, assumed the name of Cornet, sub~ 
sequently changed to Gernet." In the 12th century i t passed to the Dacres, 
and afterwards was held by the Harringtons, and subsequently by the cor· 
poration of Lancaster, who sold i t in 1767, for about £600. to the ancestors 
of the present proprietors, who are twelve in number, and hold the manor in 
sixteen shares. 

The c/w,rc!J,, dedicated to St. Peter, is a small ancient edifice in the Nor.-
man style, erected upon a bank above the sea shore at Lower Heysham. 
It had formerly a tower, which i t is said was taken down and the bells re-
moved to Hornby. At present there are two bells suspended in an open 
frame of wood, elevated on the roof of the church, which was enlarged a few 
years ago, by the addition of a new vestry, &c. The east window of the 
quoir is elegantly ramified, and all the lights are very narrow. The church 
of  Heysham, with the third of all the town, was given by Roger de Poictou 
to the priory of Lancaster, and, in 1301, was held of that re1igious house for 
an annual pension of  6s. 8d. Dr. Whitaker says there is a tradition of a 

__ more ancient church northward from the existing one, which was removed 
to the present site in consequence of i ts having been threatened by the sea; 
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and this is countenanced by the discovery there of  vestiges of  walls, a cros~:~, 
and ancient gravestone; the latter is one of the most remarkable remains of  
Christianity in Britain, and of  a singular design which i t is very difficult to 
describe. 

The living of  Heysham is a rectory, now in the patronage of Clement 
Royds, Esq. of Mount Fal inge, Rochdale, and incumbency of the Rey·. 
Robinson Shuttleworth Barton, for whom the Rev. Charles Henry Wilson 
officiates. I ts annual value is about £50-l. The tithes of  the parish were 
commuted in 1838, for £470. and its rateable aalue is £3130. lOs. 

Here is a \Vesleyan chapel erected some years ago. In Heysham are 
two sclwols,· one cal led the parish school, having an income of  £19. 7s. 6d. 
per annum arising from stock and lands, left by Joseph Banks and Robert 
Thompson; and the other bui l t and chiefly supported by John Knowlys, 
Esq. The chi ldren at each school pay quarterage, except eight of  each 
sex: at the former, who, according to the commissioners' report, are educated 
on the interest of£ J 00. stock. 

HEYSHAM PARISH DIRECTORY. 

Aldren J ames, grocer Rawsthorne Thos. solici tor; 
lllackow Richd. vict. Dob- b. Heysham hal l  

son's Arms Siddle Hen. deputy registrar 
Calvert Mrs. Jane, lodgings of bi rths and deaths and 
Dodgson Si m on, blacksmith collector of  poor rates 
Dodgson John, blacksmith Wih•on Rev. Chas. Henry, 
Foxcroft John, schoolmaster 1\l.A. curate 

and registrar of  bi rths and Wright Henry, Esq. Heys-
deaths for Heaton district, ham lodge 
and collector of  poor rates Wright Mrs. Margt. Heys-
for Heysham parish ham lodge 

Knowlys Thos. John, Esq. 
Heysham tower 

Marriot Mr!!. J ane 
Farmer&. 

Masbiter Mrs. El len Blackow John 
Mashi ter J ames, schoolmaster Blackow Henry 

Brown Wi l l iam 
Burrow Joseph 
Clark John {& postma!!ter) 
Crook Edward, Bank hou11e 
J a.ckson Wm. 
J ackson Thomas 
Jackson John, Fanny house 
Kel lett Robert 
Kel lett Thos. Whi ttam house 
Lund Richard 
Mashiter John 
Parr Lawrence 
Procter Josepb, Winter end 
Shuttleworth Rich. Crowdulul 
Smith James 
Wil lacy John 

Lette1·s to and from Lancaster !Jy Mai l  Gig daily. 


