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Standing close to the village pump, the first watering-hole en-route from the
dock at Sunderland Point, was once a small coach house. Horses and
passengers were rested and fed there in preparation for their journey across
Morecambe Bay Sands. Sometime during the 17th century two cottages were
built adjacent to the coach house, then later were converted into a single
property with the coach house as kitchen. 

It is not known when the old Viking term for the area, Carr Garth, was first
used, but in the early 1800s the property became Carr Garth School, with
James Mashiter as schoolmaster. Many of the area’s gentry are believed to
have sent their children here to be educated, and based solely on the fact that ‘J
W 1854’ is scratched on the kitchen window, one of the pupils is said to have
been James Williamson, later Lord Ashton, best remembered today for his
Lancaster park and monument. 

The Heysham Directory for 1851 claims that the school was ‘built and
supported by John Knowlys Esq of Heysham Tower’. It appears that John
Knowlys was regarded as having built the school as it was he who converted
the two original cottages into a single property for this purpose. His reason for
opening another school in opposition to the existing one, now St Peter’s, was
that although at the time St Peter’s was a National School run by the Church of
England, Mr Knowlys thought that it was not evangelical enough. 

During the first World War Carr Garth School was used as a convalescent
home for officers, while other ranks convalesced at the old rectory. In 1920 the
property was bought by the Church of England and used as a holiday home for
the incumbents of poor parishes. Later it was resold and used for many years as
a private guest house.


